
Understanding Natural Disasters teaches readers about 
nature’s most destructive phenomena. The books in this 

series explain what causes natural disasters, how they affect 
communities, and how people can defend against them. Each 

book includes a graphic that presents key information visually, 
source notes, and resources to aid in further research.

UNDERSTANDING NATURAL DISASTERS

UNDERSTANDING NATURAL DISASTERS

TITLES IN THE SERIES INCLUDE:

UNDERSTANDING BLIZZARDS

UNDERSTANDING DROUGHTS

UNDERSTANDING HURRICANES

UNDERSTANDING TORNADOES

UNDERSTANDING WILDFIRES

by Tamme Gagne
WILDFIRES

UNDERSTANDING 
NATURAL DISASTERS

W
ILDFIRES

an imprint of ReferencePoint Press



© 2025 BrightPoint Press

an imprint of ReferencePoint Press, Inc.

Printed in the United States

For more information, contact:

BrightPoint Press

PO Box 27779

San Diego, CA 92198

www.BrightPointPress.com

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

No part of this work covered by the copyright hereon may be reproduced or used in any form or 

by any means—graphic, electronic, or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, taping, 

web distribution, or information storage retrieval systems—without the written permission of 

the publisher.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA

Name: Gagne, Tammy, author.
Title: Wildfires / by Tammy Gagne.
Description: San Diego, CA: ReferencePoint Press, Inc., 2025 | Series: Understanding 

Natural Disasters | Audience: Grade 7 to 9 | Includes bibliographical references and index.
Identifiers: ISBN: 9781678208745 (hardcover) | ISBN: 9781678208752 (eBook)
The complete Library of Congress record is available at www.loc.gov.



CONTENTS
AT A GLANCE 4

INTRODUCTION 6
WHERE THERE’S SMOKE 

CHAPTER ONE 12
WHAT ARE WILDFIRES?

CHAPTER TWO 24
THE EFFECTS OF WILDFIRES

CHAPTER THREE 42
DEFENDING AGAINST WILDFIRES

Glossary 58

Source Notes 59

For Further Research 60

Index 62

Image Credits 63

About the Author 64



AT A GLANCE

• Wildfires can start almost anywhere in the world

at any time. But they are most common in summer

when the weather is hot, dry, and windy.

• People are responsible for starting almost 90 percent

of wildfires. Campfires are among the most

common causes.

• California faces the highest risk of wildfire among all

the mainland US states.

• Land, air, and water quality can all suffer due

to wildfires.

• As the Arctic has warmed, the area has seen more

wildfires. This has led to a cycle of thawing land,

rising temperatures, and more wildfires.
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Dry grass is especially prone to burning. 
Trimming dry grass can help prevent fire 

from climbing trees and buildings.

W ildfires can start nearly anywhere. 

They may sweep across forests, 

grasslands, or shrublands. They can 

happen in almost any part of the world. 

Wildfires even happen in the Arctic. 

Temperatures in the Arctic have been rising 

in recent decades. Higher temperatures 

create ideal conditions for wildfires. An 

increase of just 3.6°F (2°C) raises the risk 

CHAPTER ONE

WHAT ARE 
WILDFIRES?
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risk. That number was expected to reach 

30 percent over the next 2 decades.

California faces the highest risk of all 

mainland US states. This is largely because 

of the state’s size and climate. Other 

states with high risk include Texas, Florida, 

ACRES BURNED BY 
WILDFIRES ANNUALLY

Source: “Total Wildland Fires and Acres (1983–2022),” 
National Interagency Fire Center, n.d. www.nifc.gov.

This line graph uses US government data to display the 
area of US land affected by wildfires each year between 
1983 and 2022.
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and many western states. These include 

Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, and Montana. 

Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming 

are also on the list.

Some people are more at risk to wildfires 

than others. People of color are more 

likely than white people to live in areas 

most prone to wildfires. People in rural 

areas cannot always afford to move to 

regions with lower risk. Many of these 

people farm. Their job may require them to 

The 2023 Wildfires in Hawaii
Wildfires aren’t just a problem for the mainland 
United States. Some of the deadliest wildfires 
in history happened in Hawaii in 2023. The 
fires ravaged the island of Maui. Dozens of 
people were killed. Thousands of homes and 
other buildings were destroyed.
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work outdoors when air quality is bad due 

to wildfires.

A 2019 study by Boise State University 

collected data about wildfires and 

US residents. Professor Mojtaba Sadegh 

worked on the study. He explained that 

the climate was different when many 

people moved to areas now at high risk. 

He said, “These people didn’t realize 

how dramatically wildfire dynamics would 

change during their lifetimes.”4

A 2020 wildfire in California made the sky near the fire 
look orange.
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GLOSSARY
debris
scattered wreckage

evacuated
forced to leave an area for safety reasons

extinguish
to stop from burning

fire retardant
a chemical that discourages the spread of fire

flammable
easily ignited or burned

flourish
to grow well

ignite
to set on fire

sediment
grainy material deposited by water

soil erosion
the wearing away of the upper layer of soil
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